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Take advantage of off-season
rates at Rockland'’s

Berry Manor Inn, and

| other coastal B&Bs

by Susan Milisa

' THIS TIME OF YEAR, TRAVELER®

have lelt Manes coastal

Llowns, trees are nearly bare.

and summer cottages stand

shulttered. There are no more
ines at collee shops or long waits al
trallic hights on Main Street During the
colder months, some llee south. while
others head for the mountains to go ski-
g, Bul theres a great late-lall excursion
here 1n Maine: coastal B&Bs. From
November through  Aprnl.  bed-and-

brealklasts, hke the historic Berrv Manor

|

O] u.ht'ph discounted oll-season prices

Located on a narrow, tree-lined street with views ol both Row kland vil-

ge and the harbor, Berry Manor Inn shares the towns Residennal Historie

Lhstnet with other well preserved Victonan mansions, In 1898, when
Charles Berry, a wealthy merchant and tn:pln*u ol Cwvil War general Hiram
Berry, built his home asa wedding present lor his wile, the neighborhood
ported the town's most [ashionable residences of the dav. as itstill does
| Like other inlluenual residents, Berry wanted his home accessible to Maimn
treet businesses, but removed from the burning mekilns on the other side
L the hirbos dned the 'l““'-'”n ~A AN ARG quarm ll._hll_i':" lrll[-«l.LIi.' ol town Il_llllll"-.t'
ther residents, Berry not only built a home with a bold. symmetrical design.
Dul also paimnted the exterion deep burgundy and eold—not vour ty [~.|._|| Sl
-I| LELLTL S M1 s

Current owners Chervl Michaelsen and hes husband. Niachael LaPosta
bought the Berry a hundred vears uter it was built. In addition 10 the
stublished bed-and-breaklast business thev were looking lor. the couple
l!l.ttl.i LI ]"H'.Ill:i 1 B&ATB ||1.1I = ]Hll] our ol [||._' |1L'|1,[lir1-1f|ll't'l_iﬁ |42
J'-H,[,[.“-__-. an e National ':1.'L_I1r‘|=,|1- Ol Histor |‘L|”-~.,. 1.!11.1 tda ] L'.l.ll'ltl.

Lhoonuny codstal cammumty with the attendani ~1m|1~- and restaurants
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diligent service comlorting enough (o stay in their rooms
for days at a time, For those who venture outside

librarv, and a ltully stocked guest pantry—provide
plenty 1o do. Solitary nooks throughout the inn display
nostalgic books and board games, LaPostas 1oy collecuon
15 in the dining room

Just as impressive as Berry Manors physical presence
15 its brand ol mid-coast hospitality and Yankee elficiency
A hands-free headset allows Michaelsen, a natural mul:
ttasker in constant motion, to take reservations while she
rearranges the books or plans a breaklast menu. A well-
maintamed B&B requires, well, maintenance, and main-
tenance requires someone who knows how things tick
AL Berry Manor, thats LaPosta. Like many B&Bs, Berry

15 a lamily allair—LaPostas dad wkes care ol laundry and
paperwork, while his mom serves breaklast, makes pes,
and cleans

Dunng the high season, this kind ol accommodation
costs around $215 a night. But now, room live, for exams-
ple—the lormer ballroom which now comes wath a

whirlpool tub—goes for only $135 a night. Or, you can

IR

spencl an evening in room eight—the l[ormer nannys room,
which s decorated in calming shades of blue—{or just $85

Now is the time to experience a B&B on Maines coast
And, il the B&B 1s anything like Rockland's Berry Manor
[nn, the experience will include fireplaces and thick flufly

I

robes on those nights unlike any the summer visitors

have ever known

Susan Milisa (s a freelance writer iving in Rocleland

3 i 5y [ 1T you can’t make it to the Barry Manor
| inn, there are a mullituda of ather

gplions along the coast, including the

LNree we list Narg

CHILTERN INN, Bar Harbor (800-404-01 14 www.chilterninn.com)
vinter seasom Nov, 1-Apr 14, $275-3315 (up o 49 % off high
>8a20n rates), AAA Fi wr Diamond Award. This fesiomed Caimage nouse
Bt i 1506 offers Old World uxury, a heated SWImMMINE poal, spa,

N0 salina

THE MANOR. Castine (207:326-861, www.manoar-inn.com). Winter
season: Nov. 1-Mar. 30, $85-81 10 (up to 50% off high-season
rates). This Victorian aningie-styleé mansian, bult in 1845 by

Lommodare Arthur Fuller of the South Boston Yach! Club, borders a

l i._l-_—!.l = Jl.“!.F-:" -'|'f""_4'_’|"|'?‘ |
1
|

INN AT SUNRISE POINT, Camden (207-236-77 16, www.sunrisepoint
om). Winteér season: Dec. 1-Api. 14, $185-5340 AAA Four

LDiamand Award, Breathtaking views of Penolbscot Bav and slands

irom four ocean-side guest cottages and three rooms located in an

intimara 14, s :'wr'HI"_L:',h_’ AL 5|”:'iﬂf’

Hates quoted are per room e I'-*;;I'|1_ ang incluge breaklas!, bul do

not nciuge 1axes and :_'.fgir'lllill_‘"'.
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Inn 1 Rou L\I.”]l,l HUL‘I L1 I |II*.L}1|‘-. COVELL Li n_.lllLl L'.'x;‘u'lhlu‘ ) TOoOms |15 not only home to ATTIS LI ilt'ﬂlmlh'-ldi like the Farmnsworth

At Museum, butalso home to a growing number of vear-round
calleries

[he Berry Manor’s interior 1s vast, with design elements that
create intimate, nearly soundprool enclaves, Perdect for people
whao dislike the more typical bed-and-breakfasts with atmospheres
S0 cozy that the guests often bump into e¢ach other, the inn so
successiully projects an aura ol privacy that some guests think
they have itall 1o themselves. More than a few times, Michaelsen
has been asked, 7Is there anyone else here?™ on a day when there
WS 1O vacancy

Architecturally, the mansion is as solid as a lortress—with
corner rooms and sturcly doors, and heavily insulated floors and
common walls, which also make for warmer winter stays
Carnage house rooms—making use ol gables, barn doors and a
-.'LI]""1|.|——-.H:' l!l'-.‘,t.'Illl_H_l:nl'_" Llu.'él':'.m‘d 10 connect s suites. Each of
the large guest rooms has its own privite bath (another ranty
among bed-and-breaklasts), and the decor and furnishings are
lavish yver practical

[he Berry Manors eclectic design also seems 1o encourage

eclectic behavior Some PL'HPtL' lind the SPACIOUS SCLUINgS and
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their rooms but have no desire 1o leave the inn, the EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW

common areas—including the double parlors, the to enjoy your stay at the Berry Manor Inn

WHEN TO GO

WHAT T0 DO

HOW TO GET THERE

WHERE TO EAT

|




